
HOW TO STERILIZE YOUR FOOD GRADE,                                            

220 litre DRINKING WATER BARRELS 

http://theprovidentprepper.org/tips-for-storing-water-in-a-55-gallon-plastic-barrel/ 

1. Firstly, rinse the containers with soapy water, you can use dishwashing liquid, 

rinse thoroughly. 

2. Sterilise the barrel with a strong chlorine bleach solution of 2 tablespoons of 

unscented liquid household chlorine bleach added to 3 litres of water, add this 

to each barrel and roll it around for a while to ensure that every part of the 

interior of the barrel comes into contact with the solution including insides of 

each lid. 
 

Chlorine bleach - it acts as a disinfectant to kill any germs and bacteria that might be 

present inside the plastic barrel. It can also kill algae, mold and mildew growth, and 

rid the barrel of any unpleasant odors if the barrel has been left untouched for 

extended periods.  
 

NOTE: do not use scented laundry bleach, powdered bleach, or swimming pool 

chlorine - these contain additional chemicals that are poisonous. 

Allow the chlorine to make contact for at least 30 minutes, rolling the barrels 

occasionally. Drain the chlorine solution from the barrel and rinse well with 

water using a FOOD GRADE hose (a normal garden hose if full of bacteria), until 

you can no longer smell the bleach.  Allow your container to air out overnight. 

3. Once the barrel is thoroughly cleaned and located in its permanent home 

(they are extremely heavy to move once full), fill it with clean water to about 

15cm from the top of the barrel to allow room for expansion, then your WATER 

PRESERVER CONCENTRATE at the correct rate (see bottle for instructions), put on 

the lid tightly.  

 

4. Mark the DATE on your barrels. Remember by using the Water Preserver the 

company who makes it guarantees that it is safe to store for 5 years. However,   

I personally would check it every year (Jan). 

Store plastic water barrels off of a concrete floor (as concrete leaches chemicals), you 

can place some thick layers of cardboard or some timber under barrels. Store your 

barrel away from chemicals. Plastic is permeable and can leach chemicals from the 

concrete or nearby containers. It is important to locate your barrel out of direct sun in 

a location where the temperature is cool and stable, if possible.  

Store your hose with the ends screwed together to prevent contamination.   

DISCLAIMER FROM JAN: As with all of the disaster preparedness information that I give 

out, I have done extensive research to try to unsure that the information is accurate, 

however, I recommend that you verify this information by doing your own research.  
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